Safari Consultants – leading to East and Southern Africa


VICTORIA FALLS AND THE OKAVANGO DELA

This two-week trip is a relaxing but active way to experience Africa at its best.  

A visit to Victoria Falls, (bungee jumping or white-water rafting if you wish). 

Horse-riding and a mekoro trip in the Okavango, Botswana and big game-viewing 

in western Chobe.  The combination of camps and destinations provide 

a wide range of game-viewing opportunities. 

2009
Suggested Outline Itinerary

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 01: Outward Flight

Depart London Heathrow on the overnight British Airways or South African Airways flight to Johannesburg, South Africa.  

Day 02: Mount Grace, Magaliesberg Mountains

Early morning arrival into OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, South Africa. After clearing customs and immigration, you are met and transferred by road for approximately one hour to the Mount Grace Country House, set in the Magaliesberg Mountains in 10 acres of exquisite gardens.  This is an excellent way to start the holiday relaxing and recovering from the overnight flight. Overnight  Mount Grace (double room, bed and breakfast).

Day 03: Kujwana Camp, Okavango Horse Safari, Okavango Delta

It is an early start today for your return to Johannesburg airport, arriving in time for the scheduled Air Botswana flight to Maun, gateway to Botswana’s Okavango Delta.  On arrival at Maun, clear customs before connecting with your light aircraft air transfer to the Xudum airstrip in the central Okavango (a 25-minute flight).  Here you will be met by Okavango Horse Safaris and transferred through to their base camp, Kujwana, which takes approximately one hour.  You are game-viewing as you drive, so it may be longer depending on what you encounter en route.  On arrival, meet your fellow riders and have an introductory talk which will include advice on game-viewing from horseback.  This is followed by an orientation ride in the afternoon. Overnight Kujwana (double tent, full board).

Day 04: Kujwana Camp, Okavango Horse Safari, Okavango Delta

Wake up is before dawn to ensure you’re out riding during the best time to see the game before the heat of the day.  The morning is spent game-viewing in the Xudum area - wade through lush green malapos (floodplains) that lead from island to island, surprise a timid bushbuck out of his dense cover, or enjoy the herds of lechwe & zebra moving through the open spaces.  Return to camp for lunch. In the late afternoon take a game drive with sunset drinks, extended after dark with the use of a spot light. Overnight Kujwana (double tent, full board).

Day 05: Kiri/Zwaapu Camp, Okavango Horse Safari, Okavango Delta

Today you ride east towards Beacon Island  and Lion Island.  These are two very large islands in an area cut off from Kujwana by the Xwaapu River. The area is criss-crossed with game paths leading through a chain of pans. This is a great contrast to the open flood plains.  Mopane forests and acacia woodlands offer a good variety of food for kudu and giraffe.  Breeding herds of elephant enjoy the security of the dense forest and if the pans are holding water, then zebra, wildebeest and buffalo will also be found.  Animal tracks abound, telling you of what has been and gone - or what you might still find.  In the afternoon, there is an optional bird walk. Overnight Kiri/Zwaapu Camp (double tent, full board).

Day 06: Kiri/Zwaapu Camp, Okavango Horse Safari, Okavango Delta

Today you ride north-eastwards towards the Moremi Game Reserve. This area forms seasonal marshland 

and hosts a variety of exceptional bird life. Wildlife moves freely to and from the reserve - good buffalo and elephant country.  There is an afternoon game drive with sunset drinks and an evening night drive with a spot light. Overnight Kiri/Zwaapu Camp (double tent, full board).

Day 07: Kujwana Camp, Okavango Horse Safari, Okavango Delta

A full day of riding as you move from Kiri/Xwaapu back to the base at Kujwana camp. This area is on the edge of the permanent water with papyrus beds & deep lagoons, excellent for hippo & lechwe.  A picnic lunch is set up on a shady island.  Arrive at Kujwana camp in the cool of the late afternoon. Overnight Kujwana (double tent, full board).

Day 08: Little Kwara Camp, Okavango Delta

A final game ride at dawn before you return to camp for breakfast.  Having said goodbye to the horses, transfer to the airstrip where you connect with the morning air transfer service to the Kwara concession, situated on the northern edge of the Delta (perhaps touching down at other airstrips en route). Arrive and transfer to Little Kwara. Later, you have the opportunity to explore the area by vehicle, by boat, or by mekoro.  
Kwara is a private concession area joining the north-western edge of the Moremi Game Reserve.  Little Kwara caters for just eight guests in luxurious ‘framed’ tents built onto low wooden platforms.  Each tent has a private deck and en suite plumbed facilities, including a bath.  There is a central dining area, bar and lounge also raised onto wooden decking. Kwara offers several different game-viewing experiences – on foot with a guide and tracker, by boat, by vehicle (including night drives to see nocturnal animals) or by makoro – the traditional dug-out canoe where a ‘poler’ stands at the back and gently pushes you through the water.  The latter is a very relaxing way to pass the afternoon. Overnight Little Kwara (double tent, full board).
Day 09: Little Kwara Camp, Okavango Delta

A day of leisure for game-viewing in the concession. Overnight Little Kwara (double tent, full board).

The Okavango Delta (often incorrectly referred to as a ‘swamp’) is the largest inland delta in the world, covering an area of some 15,000 sq. kms. The delta is formed by the floodwaters of the Okavango River which rises in the Angolan highlands over 1000 miles away.  The river enters Botswana in the north-western corner of the country, continuing for some distance (through the section known as the ‘pan-handle’) before spreading out across the Kalahari sands to create the famous delta.   A haven for birdlife, the ecosystem is also home of many species of wildlife, including sitatunga, the strange swamp-dwelling antelope with adapted ‘splayed hooves’ for easy movement on the reed beds.  Other animals found here include elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard, lechwe, giraffe, zebra, hyaena, wild dog and many species of antelope.

Day 10: Muchenje Safari Lodge, western Chobe

A morning of game-viewing before connecting with the scheduled air transfer service north-eastwards across the vast Chobe National Park to Kasane (this flight is not private and may touch down at other airstrips on route).  On arrival, you will be met and transferred through the Chobe National Park to Muchenje Safari Lodge, situated in the Chobe Forest Reserve bordering the western edge of the National Park.  Arrive in time for lunch.  Later, you have the opportunity for game-viewing in the Forest Reserve or National Park.

 

Muchenje nestles on top of a ridge, overlooking the Chobe floodplains and Namibia’s Caprivi Strip near Ngoma Bridge.  The lodge caters for up to twenty guests in comfortable thatched chalets, each with en suite toilet and shower facilities (four rooms have showers over a sunken bath).  The open plan central reception, dining room and sitting area is also covered by thatch, with an open ‘dormer window’ leading from a raised platform offering spectacular views over the Chobe floodplain.  There is a small swimming pool around which to spend the heat of the day.  

Being outside the park in the Forest Reserve, restrictions on walking and night drives do not apply and Muchenje offers these activities in addition to normal day time game drives and boating excursions.  All drives are by open four-wheel drive vehicles. Overnight Muchenje (double chalet, full board).

 

Day 11:  Muchenje Safari Lodge, western Chobe

Two full days at leisure for game-viewing from Muchenje.

 

The Chobe covers an area of 11,000 sq. kms and its habitats range from the floodplain and swamp of the river to sand ridges, dry lake beds, bush and mopane forest.  There is very little development within the park, except for the gravel and sand roads.  The Chobe stretches westwards to the Mababwe Depression (a dead lake area including the Savuti Channel). 

 The birdlife is prolific and kingfishers, bee-eaters, the majestic fish eagle, huge martial eagle, ducks, egrets, plovers, herons, cranes, storks, geese, woodpeckers, 

shrikes, thrushes, buntings, chats and owls are just a few of the many species found.  However, Chobe is famous for its large animal herds. Hippo laze all day in the water and big elephant and buffalo herds visit the river to drink.  Kudu are often seen and the area is also the home of the puku; 16 other antelope species are present in Chobe.  The Chobe bushbuck is a sub-species of bushbuck found only here.   Giraffe, lion, leopard, waterbuck, mongoose, tsessebe, roan and sable antelope, lechwe, impala, warthog, wild dog, hyaena and baboon are among the other animals to be seen.  Overnight Muchenje (double chalet, full board).

Day 12: Islands of Siankaba, nr Victoria Falls, Zambia

Morning at leisure for game-viewing before transferring back through Kasane to the Kazangula border post with Zambia. Cross the mighty Zambezi by ferry and enter Zambia, continuing through to the Islands of Siankaba.  The afternoon is at leisure to relax after your flights, possibly taking an evening mekoro or boat cruise on the Zambezi. Overnight Siankaba (double tent, full board).

Islands of Siankaba caters for just 14 guests in luxurious tents built onto wooden platforms overlooking the Zambezi River about 24kms upstream from the Victoria Falls.  The tents are situated on the smaller of two islands and are linked by walkways and a suspension bridge to the larger island which houses the main dining area, lounge, bar and swimming pool.  Each tent has en suite plumbed facilities and a private verandah.  Guided activities included at Siankaba are mekoro and boat excursions around the islands, nature walks, fishing and cultural village visits. 

Day 13 and Day 14: Islands of Siankaba, nr Victoria Falls, Zambia

Two full days at leisure to relax at Siankaba or explore the river and famous falls. Overnights Siankaba (double tent, full board).

Whilst a trip to view the falls from the Zambian side is included during your stay, a variety of other activities can be booked locally, including game-drives in Mosi-au Tunya National Park, horse-riding, elephant-back safaris, rafting, bungee jumping, helicopter flight of angels over the falls, microlighting or visiting Victoria Falls Town in Zimbabwe (to view the falls from the Zimbabwe side).

 

Victoria Falls:  The famous falls were discovered in 1855 by David Livingstone and named after his Queen.  Spanning a width of some 1700 metres, it is actually formed by five distinct falls, separated by islands which account for just over 300 metres of the total span.  The average height is just under 100 metres.   During the peak season (April and May), the flow increases to some 33,750,000 cubic metres a minute.

Day 15: Return flight

Morning at leisure before transferring through to Livingstone Airport where you connect with the scheduled early afternoon flight to Johannesburg. On arrival, you have a connection of around 5 hours to the onward British or South African Airways return flight to London. Depart Johannesburg, overnight in flight.

Day 16: Arrive London

Early morning arrival into London Heathrow.

Included

International flights on British Airways or South African Airways (economy); regional flights; internal air transfers; ground transfers as specified; twin/double accommodation on board basis mentioned; game-viewing drives and nature walks, park fees, house drinks and laundry service at Okavango Horse Safaris, Little Kwara, Muchenje and Siankaba; UK and SA airport departure taxes.

Not Included

Visa fees for Zambia; optional tours and excursions in Zambia; gratuities and personal items; imported drinks.

2009 Prices from:  
£5500.00 per person, each of two travelling
-oOo-

janew@safariconsultantuk.com
                      Tel. 01394 380456
                    www.horsebacksafaris.co.uk
Fully bonded ATOL and AITO

