Safari Consultants – leading to East and Southern Africa


WALKING, RIDING AND VIEWING THE MIGRATION

Kenya provides a diverse range of accommodation.  This itinerary 

Selects some of the most exclusive:- a walking safari in northern 

Kenya, eight nights on a horse-riding trail following the migration 

and staying in a luxury mobile camp.  The safari finishes at an exclusive 

bushcamp where the game-viewing will require lots of rolls of film!

2009
Suggested Outline Itinerary

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 01: Outward Flight

Depart London Heathrow on the overnight British Airways flight to Nairobi, Kenya.  

Day 02: Wilderness Trails, Lewa Downs, Laikipia, northern Kenya

Morning arrival into Jomo Kenyatta International Airport, Nairobi. After clearing customs and immigration, you will be met and transferred  across to Wilson Airport where you connect with the scheduled morning transfer service to Lewa Downs on the Laikipia escarpment, the transition zone between the Aberdare/Mount Kenya highlands and the dry Samburu region.  On arrival, you’ll be met by your guide from Wilderness Trails, the private homestead accommodation on the property, arriving in the late morning.

In the afternoon, you have an opportunity to take a walk or game-drive on the property, perhaps returning after dark in order to view some of the nocturnally active creatures.   Overnight Wilderness Trails (double chalet, full board).

Accommodation, catering for just 20 guests, is either in one of three two-bedroomed garden cottages, or four more recently built separate chalets.  The two-roomed cottages have a communal lounge and porch area, off which two en suite rooms are situated. Each cottage looks out across the mature gardens.   The newer individual chalets overlook the valley to the north.  All rooms have private en suite facilities.  There is a central dining area, sundeck and open-plan lounge, all of which have an ‘al fresco’ feel with lovely views across the river course below, where game often congregates.  There is also a swimming pool and tennis court.  

Day 03 and Day 04: Wilderness Trails, Lewa Downs, Laikipia, northern Kenya

Two days at Lewa Wilderness where you may choose from a range of game-viewing activities.   As well as game drives and walks, horse riding is available and you may prefer to have a warm-up ride in preparation for the ride across the Masai Mara. Alternatively, you may choose an accompanied bush walk where your guide will show you tracks and interpret their meaning.

Lewa is a 40,000 acre property, privately owned by David and Delia Craig and their family.  The property is now a wildlife conservancy, although horticulture, stud cattle farming and some dairy are still carried out. Lewa Downs has been a family-run business since 1924.  In addition to the conservancy and its information centre, other activities on the property extend to furniture making (from local acacia woods) and rug weaving businesses, creating employment for the local people.  Game drives on the ranch, walks, horse riding and camel rides are all included.  

Animals to be seen include:  elephant, black and white rhino, reticulated giraffe, eland, lion, leopard, cheetah, Burchell’s and Grevy zebra, hartebeest, greater kudu, Grant’s gazelle, impala, gerenuk, bushbuck, dik dik and many others.  The birdlife is superb and vultures and eagles can be photographed soaring within a few feet.

After dinner, depart with your guide on a night drive with a spotlight on the lookout for nocturnally-active species such as aardvark, caracal, bat-eared fox, honey badger, porcupine, galago, and mongoose.

There is a prehistoric site on the ranch where Acheulian hand axes can be found scattered on the

ground.  If you are interested, a visit to see the working side of the ranch can be arranged; much of the food served at the homestead is home grown.   Overnights Wilderness Trails (double chalet, full board).

Day 05: Barkitabu Tented Camp, Masailand [scheduled departure riding safari]

After breakfast, transfer through to the airstrip where you connect with the scheduled morning flight to the Masai Mara. On arrival, you will be met and transferred through to the first camp site of Safaris Unlimited, the initial base for your ride across the famous plains. Here you will meet up with the rest of the group.

Barkitabu Camp is situated beneath giant yellow-fever acacia trees and is popular roost for olive baboons and vervet moneys. The afternoon is spent settling in, meeting your fellow riders and your professional guide will give you a briefing on your safari.  This is followed by a short ride to familiarise yourselves with the horses. Overnight Barkitabu (twin tent, full board) 

Day 06: Barkitabu Tented Camp, Masailand [scheduled departure riding safari]

The morning and afternoon is spent on horseback exploring the beautiful Loita Hills and the surrounding countryside. You ride through acacia thickets and open plains in search of Burchell’s zebra, East African eland, warthog, Cape buffalo, Grant’s and Thomson’s gazelle and Masai giraffe. There is a variety of birdlife to enjoy, including the African scops owlet, superb starling, secretary bird and white-backed vulture. Overnight Barkitabu (twin tent, full board) 

Day 07:  Olare Lamun, Masailand [scheduled departure riding safari]

Today is the first full day in the saddle and you ride across the Loita Plains, past Kaiapini Hill and down onto the Shangalar lugga (a dry river bed) for a picnic lunch. You enter the Olare Lamun valley and find your camp situated near a spring used by the Masai to water their cattle, and a favourite haunt for both lion and leopard. Herds of impala, white-bearded wildebeest, Coke’s hartebeest and topi inhabit the neighbouring scrubland. Overnight Olare Lamun (twin tent, full board)

Day 08:  Olare Lamun, Masailand [scheduled departure riding safari]

After an early breakfast, the horses are saddled up and you trek across the open savannah, interspersed with acacia, wait-a-bit brush and leleshwa (wild sage) woodland.  You ride along the base of Oloiburmut Hill, before returning to camp for lunch.  This area is home to a number of Masai manyattas (villages).  Throughout the safari you have several opportunities to learn about, and most importantly, enjoy the company of the Masai – a tribe of semi-nomadic people to whom the land belongs.  If you are interested, there is the opportunity to visit a small and remote primary school for the Masai children.  In the late afternoon you can visit a nearby manyatta of the local Masai “chief”. His constant company is a highlight of the stay here as he relates to you stories of Masai tradition and lore. Overnight Olare Lamun (twin tent, full board).

Day 09:  Olare Orok, Masai Mara [scheduled departure riding safari]

A pre-dawn wake-up call prepares you for a long ride over vast rolling plains skirting the southern end of the Bardamat Hills.  You canter across the Koiyaki Plains to a picnic site on a small escarpment overlooking the Masai Mara Game Reserve.  Now riding within the Mara-Serengeti ecosystem, the increase in the abundance of wildlife is immediately apparent.  You reach camp located in a glade of riverine forest on the Olare Orok river.  A large campfire and extra vigilant sykes (grooms) keep watch at night to make sure that nocturnal predators remain at a safe distance! Overnight Olare Orok (twin tent, full board).

Day 10:  Olare Orok, Masai Mara [scheduled departure riding safari]

A day of rest for the horses, you set off in customised four-wheel-drive safari vehicles to photograph the wildlife at close quarters.  You can expect to see spotted hyena, cheetah and elephant. An afternoon walk with the Masai moran (warriors) is also an option. After dinner you may go out by safari vehicle with a spotlight, to search for elusive nocturnal animals. Overnight Olare Orok (twin tent, full board)
Day 11:  Kiboko Bend, Mara River, Masai Mara [scheduled departure riding safari]

Today you ride in a northerly direction through a spectacular secret valley, gently winding your way along the southern bank of the Mara River, looking out for the crocodiles and large pods of hippo that frequent this area.  The riverine forest is home to a variety of tropical birds including the rare Ross's turaco. The concentration of game, especially during the wildebeest migration (July to October) is breathtaking. You arrive in camp in the middle of the afternoon. There may be time for a short game drive or walk after tea. Overnight Kiboko Bend (twin tent, full board).
Day 12:  Kiboko Bend, Mara River, Masai Mara [scheduled departure riding safari]

You explore the Masai Mara by horse or vehicle to photograph wildlife including lion, leopard, silver-backed jackal, impala and waterbuck. Another sensational day amongst the herds and predators. Overnight Kiboko Bend (twin tent, full board).

Day 13: Kicheche Bush Camp, Masai Mara

After breakfast in camp, and having said goodbye to the horses and the rest of the group, you will be met and transferred across the plains to Kicheche Bush Camp, arriving in time for lunch.  Later you have the opportunity for game-viewing by four-wheel drive vehicle on the plains before returning to camp at sunset for hot showers and an evening around the camp fire. Overnight Kicheche Bush Camp (double tent, full board).

Kicheche Bush Camp is a seasonal tented camp in the traditional style, accommodating a maximum of 12 guests in large, spacious twin/double bedded tents each with en suite bathroom facilities consisting of a bucket shower (a traditional shower rose fed from a tank), a flush loo, and vanity. The tented camp is set up on the side of a ridge on the northern edge of the Olare Orok Conservancy bordering the edge of the famous reserve. There is no permanent electricity with lighting provided by battery, solar, candle or hurricane lanterns.  Hot water for the bucket showers is available on call. Tents are furnished with proper beds with linen, table and chairs (on the verandah). Meals are generally taken al fresco, although there is a mess tent when the weather is inclement.  Activities include game-viewing drives by specially built four-wheel-drive vehicles, and nature walks. The camp is ideal for those wishing to experience the real African bush away from large, often noisy, lodges.

Day 14 and Day 15: Kicheche Bush Camp Masai Mara

Two full days at leisure for game-viewing drives and walks in the Masai Mara. Overnights at Kicheche Bush Camp (double tent, full board).

The Masai Mara lies at an elevation of about 5,200 feet and is one of the few areas left in Africa where animals can be seen in the large numbers that existed a hundred years ago.   Over 500 bird species have been recorded in the area, including Denham’s bustard, Temminck’s courser, yellow-throated sandgrouse, Usambiro barbet, saddle-billed stork and Gabon nightjar.   Some 50 of the bird species are raptors; the large martial eagle even preys on small buck.  The diverse habitat enables many different species to co-exist: elephant, black rhino, Masai giraffe, Cape buffalo, eland, Burchell’s zebra, topi, Coke’s hartebeest, wildebeest, waterbuck, roan antelope, impala, Thomson’s gazelle, reedbuck, lion, leopard, cheetah, hyaena, jackal, the lesser cats, hippo, crocodile, baboon, vervet monkey, warthog, mongoose and many more.  During July to September, the Mara is home to the famous wildebeest migration.

Day 16: Return flight

Morning at leisure for further game-viewing.  After lunch, transfer back to the airstrip where you connect with the scheduled afternoon flight to Wilson Airport, Nairobi.  On arrival, you will be met and transferred to a local hotel or restaurant where you have the opportunity to relax and have an early dinner (not included).  Later, you transfer out to Jomo Kenyatta Airport where you connect with the late evening British Airways flight back to London.

Day 17: Arrive London

Early morning arrival into London Heathrow.

Optional beach extension at Funzi Keys, off the southern coast

If you wish to extend your holiday with a few days on the beach, on Day 16 instead of returning to Nairobi, you may take the scheduled Blue Sky Aviation flight to Ukunda on the south coast of Mombasa near Diani. On arrival, connect with a road and boat transfer southwards to Funzi Keys, an exclusive lodge situated just offshore the main coastline. Arrive in the mid-late afternoon.  Accommodation on half board.

Funzi accommodates just 18 guests in nine spacious, individually designed stone and thatch cottages.  Each is furnished with king-size four-poster beds, mosquito nets, fans, cool-boxes, a safe and has a private camp fire area. En suite facilities include a shower, loo and vanity.  There is also a jacuzzi bath. The lodge has a swimming pool.  

Funzi has a wide range of activities available (at additional cost) for those who wish to be more active - sailing boats (Dart cats, lasers and picos), windsurfers and canoes, snorkelling trips, dhow cruises, boat trips to the Ramisi River or Funzi Creek and beach barbecues. Deep sea fishing and scuba diving can also be arranged. Sand bank visits are included free.

Included

International flights on British Airways; internal air transfers and scheduled flights; ground transfers as specified; double accommodation on board basis mentioned; game-viewing drives and nature walks, park fees, house drinks and laundry service at Lewa, during the riding safari and at Kicheche; UK and Kenya airport departure taxes.

Not Included

Visa fees (currently US$50.00 per person); travel insurance; gratuities and personal items; optional tours; drinks and laundry service unless specified.

2009 Prices from:  
£6 000.00 per person, each of two travelling
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janew@safariconsultantuk.com
                      Tel. 01394 380456
                    www.horsebacksafaris.co.uk
Fully bonded ATOL and AITO

